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Analysis of Social behaviors in Adult Medaka Fish
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Medaka fish (Oryzias latipes) is a model organism for molecular biology and various advanced
genetic techniques are available. Furthermore prominent social interaction such as mating preference
and schooling behavior have been observed among medaka fish. Using advanced molecular genetic
techniques, functional analysis of genes involved in medaka social interactions will contribute to a
better understanding of neural/ molecular basis underlying vertebrate sociality. Here we established two
experimental systems to assess social interactions (coordinated movement and mating preference) and
showed some proximal causes of these social interactions such as genes and development. In the
present symposium, we would like to discuss their biological significance in the animal group.
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